Discussion
Isatins are convenient starting materials for the synthesis of anthranilic acids. In the present case, 7-bromoisatin was required for aresearch project involving Pd-catalyzed coupling reactions.
On the other hand, 3-bromoanthranilic acid was desired for Gomberg-Bachmann arylation of ferrocenes via the corresponding diazonium salt and subsequent Friedel-Crafts cyclization to give ferroceno [1,2a] indenes [4, 5] . It seemed to be attractive to light two candles with one flame by preparing the isatin and converting it to the multifunctional title compound in asingle synthetic endeavour. In the crystal structure, strong intermolecular hydrogen bonds link two molecules to form acentrosymmetric dimer (figure, top): O1-H···O2 i (H···acceptor distance 1.82 Å and donor···acceptor distance 2.644(2) Å,donor-H···acceptor angle 176(3)°). The two molecules do not lie in the same plane but are shifted by 0.37 Å, measured by the distance between the two average phenyl planes. The dimers are arranged parallel to (641) and (641) 
